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BIBLIOGRAPHY, REFERENCES AND RESOURCES 

Unit 1.

There are multiple prophetic voices and organizations in mainline Christian denominations 
who over the past forty years have called, and continue to call, upon the church to rethink its 
approach for faith formation.  Although there is no one text book for this Unit, anyone engaged 
in the teaching and practice of lifelong faith formation is encouraged to sample the following 
resources, in addition to the specific resource listed for each session in this Unit.   These 
resources provide historical and theological grounding in addition to solid research for the 
vision  and  continued  urgent  work  of  establishing  strong  church-home  connections  and 
equipping adults as teachers of the faith in homes and daily life. 

Books and Articles

Anderson, David W. From the Great Omission to Vibrant Faith. Minneapolis: Vibrant Faith 
Ministries, 2009.  http://www.youthandfamilyinstitute.org

Brueggeman, Walter. “Will Our Faith Have Children?”  Word & World 3/3 (1983): p272-283.
Luther Seminary.  www.luthersem.edu/word&world/authorindex.asp

Dean, Kenda C. Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American 
Church. New York: Oxford Press, 2010.  http://kendadean.com/

“Effective Christian Education Study,” Minneapolis: Search Institute,1990. 
www.searchinstitute.org/congregations/ResearchReportsArticles.html

Martinson, Roland, Wes Black and John Roberto. The Spirit and Culture of Youth Ministry. St. 
Paul: EYM Publishing, 2010.  www.exemplarym.com

Strommen, Merton P. and Richard A. Hardel. Passing On The Faith. Winona: St. Mary’s 
Press, 2008.  http://www.faithwellmt.com/site

Smith, Christian and M.L. Denton. Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of 
American Teenagers. New York: Oxford Press, 2005.  www.youthandreligion.org

Westerhoff, John H. Will Our Children Have Faith?  Revised & Expanded Edition. Harrisburg: 
Moorhouse, 2000.  www.talbot.edu/ce20/educators/view.cfm?n=john_westerhoff

Web Sites

Lifelong Faith  http://www.lifelongfaith.com/index.htm   Visit the on-line Resource Center.  
Each book or journal listed is relevent and the best in its field.  Highly recommended. 

The Pew Forum on Religion and Research  http://pewforum.org/       Keep up-to-date on 
unbiased research. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY, REFERENCES and RESOURCES

Session 1.  Foundations for Creating Households of Faith

Anderson, David W. and Paul Hill. Frogs without Legs Can't Hear: Nurturing Discipleship in 
Home and Congregation. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2003.

Dean, Kenda and Richard Foster. The Godbearing Life. Nashville: Upper Room, 1998

Garland, Diana R. and J. Bradley Wigger, Series Editors. Faith and Family Book Series. 
Center for Family and Community Ministries. Baylor University.                    
http://www.baylor.edu/social_work/cfcm/index.php  ?id=6795  

Lifelong Faith. A Journal on the theory and practice of lifelong faith formation.
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/journal.htm

Resources Suggested by Dr. Dick Hardel

Bunge, Marcia ed. The Child in Christian,  Thought. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.

Marty, Martin E. The Mystery of the Child. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007.

Miller, Patrick. “That the Children May Know: Children in Deuteronomy,” in Bunge, Marcia, ed. 
The Child in the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008,  p45-62. 

Wangerin, Walter Jr. The Book of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Resources Suggested by Dr. Dawn Alitz
 
Fuchs-Kreimer, Nancy. Parenting as a Spiritual Journey: Deepening Ordinary & Extraordinary 

Events into Sacred Occasions. Woodstock: Jewish Lights, 1996.

Jensen, David Hadley. Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood. Cleveland: Pilgrim 
Press, 2005.

Kimmel, Tim. Grace Based Parenting: Set Your Family Free. Nashville: W Publishing Group, 
2004.

May, Scottie. Children Matter: Celebrating Their Place in the Church, Family, and Community. 
Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2005.

Mercer, Joyce. Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood. St. Louis: Chalice 
Press, 2005.
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Miller-McLemore, Bonnie J. In the Midst of Chaos: Caring for Children as Spiritual Practice. 
San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006.

Stonehouse, Catherine. Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey: Nurturing a Life of Faith. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.

Thomas, Gary. Sacred Parenting: How Raising Children Shapes Our Souls. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2004.

Tippet, Krista. “Spirituality of Parenting,” Speaking of Faith, American Public Media. Edited by 
Krista Tippet, 53 minutes. United States, 2006. 
http://being.publicradio.org/programs/2009/spiritualityofparenting/

Watkins, T. Wyatt. What Our Kids Teach Us About Prayer. Chestnut Ridge, NY:  Crossroad 
Publishing, 2005.
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BIBLIOGRAPHY, REFERENCES and RESOURCES

Session 2.  Connecting Church and Home

Bunge, Marcia and Linda Staats and Dawn Rundman. “Raising Children in Faith.” ELCA 
Lutheran Partners Magazine.  July/August 2009: Volume 25, Number 4.
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Lutheran-Partners/Complete-Issue.aspx

Caldwell, Elizabeth. Making a Home for Faith. Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2000. 

Faith Inkubators.  http://www.faithink.com/  
Faith Inkubators goal is to support home-based faith education and spawn a home 
devotional movement across the church. 

Garland, Diana S. Richmond. Sacred Stories of Ordinary Families: Living the Faith in Daily 
Life. The Families and Faith Series. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003. 

Morganthaler, Shirley, K. Right from the Start: A Parent's Guide to the Young Child's Faith 
Development. St Louis: Concordia Publishing, 2001. 

Peters, Becky S. Building Faith: One Child at at Time. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing, 1997.

Staats, Linda. “Passing on Faith – Milestone to Milestone.” Lifelong Faith Journal, Spring 
2008. Lifelong Faith Associates. www.lifelongfaith.com. 

 View at http://www.rmselca.org/ministries/faith_formation/index.htm

Taking Faith Home.  http://store.vibrantfaith.org/category_s/46.htm
A weekly bulletin insert based on the lectionary.  Includes Four Key faith practices for 
individuals and households to nurture their faith all week long!  A CD for all 52 weeks. 

Wright, Wendy M. Seasons of a Family's Life: Cultivating the Contemplative Spirit at Home. 
The Families and Faith Series. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003.

Resource Suggested by Andrea Fieldhouse 

Thompson, Marjorie J. Family the Forming Center: A Vision of the Role of Family in Spiritual 
Formation. Revised and expanded ed., Third printing 1999. Nashville: Upper Room 
Books, 1996.

   Unit 1: Bibliography, References, and Resources 5   

http://store.vibrantfaith.org/category_s/46.htm
http://www.rmselca.org/ministries/faith_formation/index.htm
http://www.lifelongfaith.com/
http://www.faithink.com/
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Vocation/Lutheran-Partners/Complete-Issue.aspx


BIBLIOGRAPHY, REFERENCES and RESOURCES

Session 3.  Faith Practices in the Home

Four Key Faith Practices is a signature phrase of Dr. David Anderson and Vibrant Faith 
Ministry.  http://www.youthandfamilyinstitute.org/vibrant_faith_frame.html

Resources suggested by Marilyn Sharpe

Lynn, David and Kathy Lynn, HomeGrown Faith. Nashville: World Publishing, 2005.

Muller, W. Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal, and Delight in Our Busy Lives. New York: Bantam 
Books, 1999.

Otteson, Liz. “Framed in Faith: Our Family Planner.” 2009. Available from Liz at 
lizotteson@mac.com

Children's Bibles Referenced in Session 3. 

Anderson, Debby. Jesus Is with Me. Colorado Springs: Faith Kids/Cook, 1988.

Beck, Susan E. God Loves Me Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.

Brolsma, Jodi (ed). Pray & Play Bible For Young Children. Loveland: Group, 1977.

Davidson, Alice Joyce. Miriam & the Baby Moses. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988.

Lloyd-Jones, Sally. The Jesus Storybook Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007.

[21 contributors]. Spark Story Bible. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009. 

Devotional Books Referenced in Session 3.

Cory, Diane. Gotta Have God: Cool Devotions for Boys. San Diego: Legacy Press, 2009.

[40 teen authors] Stand Your Ground  Devotions for Teens by Teens.  St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing, 2001.

Haack, Kelly.  Family Faith Walks: On-the-Go Faith Activities. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing, 
2002. 

Klammer, Lynn I. God and Me!: Devotions for Girls. San Diego: Legacy Press, 2008.
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Session 4.  Placing in Their Hands the Holy Scripture

Bible Gateway.   http://www.biblegateway.com
A free service for reading and researching Scripture online, all in more than 50 
languages or translation of your choice. Ability to compare translations side-by-side. 

Bible Milestones.   http://store.vibrantfaith.org/product_p/bm.htm
This down-loadable resource provides congregations with multiple ideas to mark giving 
and receiving of Bibles. Includes a litany and blessing for worship, enrichment events 
and resources for households to mark this milestone using Four Key faith practices. 

Book of Faith.  w  ww.bookoffaith.org    Social Networking Site  http://bookoffaith.ning.com/

Enter the Bible. Luther Seminary http://www.enterthebible.org/Bible.aspx
An extensive interactive guide and reference tool to enrich your reading of the Bible. A  
wealth of resources.  Adds depth to your Bible study.  For teens and adults

The Text This Week. http://www.textweek.com/
Lectionary based scripture study and resources, including links to movies, drama and 
art associated with the text. Includes lesson plans, bulletins, and stories for children. 

Bibles Referenced by Rev. Dick Staats

Lloyd-Jones, Sally. Lift the Flap Bible. Cincinnati: Standard Publishing, 2000.

Milton, Ralph. The Family Story Bible. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996

Sattgast, L.J. My Very First Bible.  Eugene: Harvest House, 1995.

[21 contributors]  Spark Story Bible.  Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2009. 
http://www.activatefaith.org/

Lloyd-Jones, Sally. The Jesus Storybook Bible. Grand Rapids:  Zonderkidz,  2007. 
Also in Spanish. Listen to the stories on the web: http://www.jesusstorybookbible.com/ 

Rev. Cora Aquilar  

Pastor Cora describes the results of introducing a storybook Bible to the adults in her mission 
congregation. Check out this video about another congregation's approach. 

Book of Faith: For All Generations.  http://bookoffaith.ning.com/video/book-of-faith-for-all
In this seven-minute video view another example of The Jesus Storybook woven into 
all aspects of congregational life.

   Unit 1: Bibliography, References, and Resources 7   

http://bookoffaith.ning.com/video/book-of-faith-for-all
http://www.jesusstorybookbible.com/
http://www.activatefaith.org/
http://www.textweek.com/
http://www.enterthebible.org/Bible.aspx
http://bookoffaith.ning.com/
http://store.vibrantfaith.org/product_p/bm.htm
http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/

