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~worship of God either in the chuich building or in any other setting (such as a funeral home,

“separate from the funeral and commlttal services of thc church. -
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Jesus Christ in the p power of the Holy Spirit, i it do&s not allo ’ocml nal s
duce rites or ceremonies into its liturgy. These ceremonies should not ‘be mmgled' with'the’ church’

mortuary, or at the grave side). Military honors and fraternal tributes 4nd rites. should be Jept -

For pastoral care and to help in pla.nnmg, the pastor should be nouﬁed 1mmed1ate.ly upon Lhe
death of a member of the congregation. No plans for the funeral should be made apart, from
consultation with the pastor and appropriate staff. When possible, it is a good idea to plarm the
funeral liturgy well before the death of a Christian to avoid planning during a time of § grieving. .
Suchh planmng offers an occasion for the pastor to talk seriously about the Chnstlan hope of the ,
resurrection of the dead through Jesus Christ. - . ey

The worship book of the church provides for the celebration of Holy Compmunion. at fu.ne.rals A
such celebrarions, the invitation to commune is extended to communicants ‘present at the service -
not only to the family and immediate circle of mourners. The book also encourages ‘theuseof a -
pall to cover the casket of baptized Christians from the time it is brought into the church unul it is
carried out. A pall is a large cloth, sometimes marked with a cross, that completely covers the casket.
The use of a pall treats every Christian exactly the same, whether buried in the costliest casket or the
simplest wooden box. The casket is always closed for the liturgy, whether it is celebrated in church

or in some other setting. The cremated ashes, with suitable adaptations, can be treated the same way
when they are present for the linurgy. Lighting of the paschal candle and placing it near the casket as
it rests in the church also points the assembly to the promises of dying and rising with Christ that
God makes at the time of baptism.

Christians will strive 1o keep the gospel hope of the resurrection at the center of all observances
associated with the death of a Christian. Practices associated with the mortuary or funeral home or
the family home, such as viewing the body of the deceased or warching with the family, are not
within the purview of this review of church practices.
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